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Character Counts 
How an Elephant Chose My 

Daughter’s College
Commentary by Michael Josephson

   I’ve already introduced you 

to Jonathan Haidt’s metaphor 

of our rational self as a Rider 

sitting atop an Elephant, 

the larger, more powerful 

emotional self.  Sometimes 

the Rider is the pilot directing 

the Elephant, but often the 

Elephant is in control, making 

the Rider a passenger.

    The metaphor reveals 

important truths about human 

nature.

    First, what we think and what 

we feel are distinct drivers of 

our behavior; sometimes they 

are compatible, sometimes 

they are not. When there is 

Rider (our rational self) wants 

to go and where our Elephant 

(our emotional self) wants to 

go, the Elephant usually has its 

way.  Feelings are simply more 

powerful than reasons.

    Second, rather than discounting 

our emotions or treating them 

as negative impulses to be 

eradicated, we should learn 

train our rational Rider to 

acknowledge and honor our 

Elephant’s feelings. And we 

should train our emotional 

Elephant to acknowledge and 

honor our Rider’s rational 

direction.

    Third, when we want to 

motivate action in ourselves 

or others,we should do all 

we can to create and sustain 

an emotional commitment - 

reasons and logic are rarely 

enough.

    I experienced this last year 

when my daughter learned 

she was admitted to both New 

York University and Barnard 

College. She prefered NYU 

because of its theater arts 

program. I wasn’t sure.

    In the midst of my analytical 

processing of pros and cons, I 

was shown a 3-minute video of 

the entire NYU admissions staff 

enthusiastically welcoming the 

Class of 2015, cheering the very 

moment the button was pushed 

to send the acceptance e-mails. 

It was fun and charming, and 

it roused and pleased my 

Elephant.

    Perhaps the Elephant 

convinced the Rider that NYU 

was the best choice, or maybe 

it just overpowered reason. 

Either way, I felt good about my 

daughter’s choice, and I smiled 

as we wrote the deposit check.

   Was NYU’s attempt to 

influence our decision with 

emotion cynical or improper? 

Am I being cynical in assuming 

that was their intent?

    For that matter, was I deluding 

myself into thinking that once 

my daughter expressed and 

invested in her choice to go 

to NYU that any argument or 

reason  to the contrary would 

have  made any difference? Did 

I really think I could control her 

Elephant?

   It doesn’t really matter. 

I’ve come to realize that non-

rationally motivated decisions 

are not necessarily irrational or 

unwise. Making the Elephant 

happy is just as important as 

pleasing the Rider.

    But there I go again trying 

to convince my head something 

my heart already knows.
    There were more than 50 

shades of grey among the 

hundreds of older, Conservative 

leaning Californians that gave 

up a Saturday to come together 

for a “revival” of the spirit and 

a “call to action” at the Fox 

Performing Arts Center Theater 

in Downtown Riverside on 

May 17th. The atmosphere was 

electric.

    This was a first step in 

a major movement for the 

2014 election year networking 

among the many Conservative 

Party clubs and organizations in 

United IE Conservative 

Conference at Riverside Fox
By Rita Sandor

Gubernatorial Candidate: Tim Donnelly stands 

with Rita Sandor, of Olive Tree Insurance-Corona 

Branch, holding a copy of the paper Sentinel 

Weekly News.               PHOTO by RITA SANDOR

Conference Host:

voice on stage with panelists, Kurt Schlichter, 

Stephen Kruiser, Tony Kattz, at IE Conference.              
PHOTO by RITA SANDOR

Formerly under President Ronald Reagan: 

Keynote Speaker Dinesh D’Souza shows humor 

gift t-shirt while Rita Sandor holds his new book.            

 PHOTO by RITA SANDOR

Book Signing: Ann Coulter shown autographing 

her new book for attending public.              

PHOTO by RITA SANDOR

Coulter Onstage: Political Analyst Ann Coulter 

explains issues.              PHOTO by RITA SANDOR

Political Panelists: Three panel speakers argued 

the pros and cons of the voter regulation rules 

being observed at polling places in Riverside 

County and elsewhere in CA.               PHOTO by RITA SANDOR

the Inland Empire and Southern 

California. 

    The temperature outside soared 

but, inside the auditorium, there 

was an attitude of cool, serious 

business: HASHTAG # “WE 

WANT OUR GOLDEN STATE 

BACK.”

    Petitions were signed.  

Internationally famous authors 

such as Dinesh D’Souza and 

Ann Coulter were selling 

volumes of their Political 

Tomes...even John Hancock 

was on hand to sell and sign 

his own new book: “Liberty 

Inherited, The untold Story of 

American Exceptionalism.” 

The attendees all knew that 

this was a call to arms! The 

well-loved Pastor Jack Hibbs 

from Calvary Chapel in Chino 

Hills told the crowd in his 

speech: “Revolution is not with 

bullets anymore.”

    The message from all the 

speakers was to organize and 

get active, not just on Election 

Day. USA Begins with “U.”

Please turn to page 19
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Down in the Dirt
Commentary by Bill Babbitt, Riverside County

Warning: I am about 

to talk dirty! If you are 

offended by language 

that includes words like 

politics and government, 

then read no further. After 

all, who could deny that 

a process where the 

candidate that slings the 

most mud gets elected is 

dirty? Ergo, I am going to 

talk dirty.

Fact: government in 

this country – Federal, 

state, and local – is big 

and getting bigger all the 

time. It is the nature of the 

beast that legislators must 

create laws. It is what we 

elect them to do. Each 

law enacted comes with 

a price tag that we the 

people are forced to pay. 

So, who are these 

monkeys on our backs 

with their sweaty little 

hands in our pockets? 

This is the “land of the 

free”; we have choices! 

Right, we can choose 

who we like to control 

our lives and take our 

money. That is how our 

democracy works.

But do we really have 

a choice? We vote and our 

vote is counted. But how 

do we decide whom to 

vote for and who chooses 

If you think anyone can 

run for office, you are 

dead wrong. Just ask 

Ross Perot, Pat Buchanan 

or  any of  the other 

candidates not sanctioned 

political party. And what 

candidates? Well, not 

much. Usually one must 

have a pulse, but there 

may be exceptions. There 

are age and residency 

requirements for some 

off ices ,  and for  the 

one must be a native 

born citizen – although it 

looks like there might be 

a precedent against even 

There are no firm 

requirements for religion, 

e d u c a t i o n ,  h e a l t h , 

sanity, ethics, honesty, 

or morality. If you can 

hoodwink enough people 

to vote for you, you are 

in, and you can stay in as 

long as you don’t commit 

a serious crime. Even 

then, your party may be 

keep you in and voting 

for their programs.

Just how does one 

go about getting elected? 

Well, if you are running 

usually need to “pay your 

dues” by working for the 

party. This could take 

anything from actively 

campaigning for their 

candidates to raising 

campaign funds, with 

greater weight given to 

the latter.  Of course, 

kissing babies helps, but 

kissing the rings of party 

Titians helps far more. 

Let’s say you actually 

have a message to get out, 

one that will distinguish 

you from the normal 

drivel offered up during 

campaigns. Now, if you 

have kissed enough rings 

of party bosses, you might 

be allowed to run with the 

message. To get it out 

to the public, though, 

requires money – lots 

of money. You will need 

every medium available 

in order to reach enough 

voters to get elected, and 

media isn’t cheap.

I n  t h e  2 0 1 2 

presidential election 

nearly two billion dollars 

w a s  s p e n t  b y  b o t h 

candidates.  Considering 

that there were some 

273.5 million people 18 

years or over in the US 

at that time, that amounts 

to $7.31 per person for 

the message. Cheap? It 

isn’t so cheap when you 

consider that they could 

have sent a one-ounce 

letter with a position 

statement and full resume 

to every citizen for 45 

cents apiece.

But wait a minute; you 

probably did get a slick 

candidate’s information. 

Now, be honest, just 

how informative was 

that political ad. Did it 

spell out the candidate’s 

of important issues facing 

the country, or even say 

what the candidate will do 

about them? Not likely. 

Most of the flyers you 

received – yes, there are 

always more than one – 

probably just told you 

what a disaster it would 

be to vote for the other 

guy.

To state the obvious, 

t h e r e  n e e d s  t o  b e 

election reform if we 

are ever to have a fair 

and honest government. 

Unfortunately,  there 

have probably been more 

words wasted on this 

subject over the years 

than any other. With each 

attempt at reform, we get 

worse government and 

dirtier elections.

H e r e ’s  a n  i d e a . 

First, outlaw political 

parties. Next, allow only 

one, postage-free, letter 

sent to every citizen by 

US mail, which only 

includes a candidate’s 

resume, qualifications, 

a n d  s t a t e m e n t  o f 

important issues with the 

candidate’s solution to 

them. Finally – and this is 

most important – ensure 

citizens vote.

Too simple? Yeah, 

probably. But it would 

be a start on the road 

to cleaner government. 

Then we would only have 

to listen to dirty talk in the 

movies.  

PUBLIC FEEDBACK 

/  C O M M E N T S  a re 

welcome. Please E-mail 

“Column Comments” 

to:  SentinelWeekly@

aol.com  or surface mail 

to:  Sentinel Weekly 

News, ATTN: “Column 

Comments”, 1307-C West 

6th Street #139, Corona, 

CA 92882 .  See  h i s 

Blog:  http://billbabbitt.

blogspot.com/  for a 

history of all the columns.

Memorial Day, 

Do At Least One 

Thing
Commentary by Glenn Mollette

Memorial Day is a time to remember the men 

and women who have died serving our country. This 

special day is not the only time we should remember 

them but the holiday underscores the importance of 

having a time to revere and respect people who are 

sacred to our country. They are our heroes who are 

buried across America. They left home to go to hostile 

places and laid down their lives for us.

Take a moment and visit the grave of someone 

who died representing us. When you go take just a few 

moments and give thanks for that person who will be 

one of many, many thousands who have made what 

we have in America possible.

We take America for granted. We enjoy so much 

freedom, opportunity and protection. We are so far 

from perfect but nothing in the world is perfect.  

Today, America is still making dreams come 

a little harder than the next guy and try again after 

failing more than once. We’ve all been knocked down 

a few times in life. Every time you get knocked down 

remember a soldier went down and never got a chance 

to get back up. The death of any one soldier might have 

chance to try one more time.

Another way we can celebrate Memorial Day is 

to celebrate our serving soldiers and living Veterans. I 

have two sons currently deployed serving in the Navy 

and the Army. I’m really proud of them.  We should 

give thanks for all serving in our military, honor and 

pray for them. We should also stand by our Veterans. 

One of the ways we can honor our Veterans is to 

eliminate the majority of Veteran’s hospitals.  We 

should all of them a National Medical card that would 

allow them to have access to medical care by any 

doctor or hospital in America.

There are a lot of things Americans do on 

Memorial Day weekend. We travel, grill out, go to 

the mall or gather with family. All of these are good. 

However, do at least one thing this Memorial Day 

weekend and that is remember, and give thanks for 

the soldiers who have made the travel, grilling out and 

family outings possible.

Glenn Mollette is an American columnist read in 

other books at:  BarnesandNoble.com  and you can 

hear him on XM radio each Sunday night at 5 PST on 

XM radio 131. Contact him directly at:  GMollette@

aol.com  and like his Facebook page at:   www.

facebook.com/glennmollette

Conference
Continued from page 1

    Ronald Reagan spoke to us on the big screen and 

again inspired us with his observations:  The world is 

a dangerous place. Earned success builds self-esteem. 

Freedom exists to produce a good society. Keynote 

speaker, Dinesh D’Souza, reminded us all of what he 

learned directly from Ronald Reagan in his lecture on 

America’s evolution through the past few centuries. 

Dinesh started by saying: “When the founders got 

together they thought that America would be the 

greatest of nations.” We were a “superpower” from 

the end of World War II through the next 60 years, 

and then became the world’s “sole superpower” for 

another 20 years. “Now we feel a drag, but don’t know 

where it’s coming from.

    It is coming from within.” D’Souza got a standing 

ovation when he came on stage, and also ...with much 

more clapping and cheering, a standing ovation when 

he left it...he had to come back for a second round. 

Much of what he said cannot be discussed in a news 

story, so everyone will have to see his next film 

“America” in theatres on July 2nd.

    He gave us our marching orders. Many of those 

hundreds of people in the audience had been in Korea, 

Vietnam, Afghanistan and more. We understood 

Dinesh completely.

    We who grew up in the 50’s and 60’s are now in our 

60’s and 70’s. Most of those people in the audience 

are still working, and we have watched the decline 

of California. We need fresh blood in the legislature, 

as there are too many politicians in high positions to 

being charged with corruption in California, and also 

on the National level in Washington.

   Tim Donnelly was there to introduce himself and his 

mission to be our Conservative Republican Governor 

of California.  He wants to get the budget under control 

and “derail” the budget busting bullet train, and lower 

the regulatory mess in Sacramento that is chasing 

major companies like Toyota out of the state. He spoke 

about American values.    

    Pete Peterson also introduced himself in his bid 

for Secretary of State for California. He spoke as a 

businessman concerned with the relationship between 

business and Government being “a broken system” in 

of Secretary of State, but I’m running for the job!” 

    We had a panel of three guests from the “Election 

Integrity Project”, a group of 2100 unpaid volunteer 

citizens that went to the polls in 2012 to document the 

election issues in California. They not only observe 

and report lapses in the legal rules at polling places, 

but review county voter lists for irregularities and 

duplications. 

     In California, we have no statewide list at all! Last 

year there were 80,000 irregularities found in the 

nine Counties studied. Linda Payne asked for more 

volunteers in 2014 to train and make sure election 

law is followed.

    Ann Coulter was the best known of the Keynote 

speakers at this conference, and she did not hold back 

in her assessment of the immigration issue. “Ask the 

minority voters that are here legally how they all feel 

about amnesty for those who are here illegally ... There 

needs to be a moratorium!” 

    Coulter spoke of the young millennials getting older 

and seeing that they really do need to get a job and 

take care of their families and need to start thinking 

like Conservatives themselves. The USA is greying as 

the huge generation called the baby boomers get older. 

We have power, and there is work to be done to bring 

back our “Golden State”, California. 

    Pastor Hibbs of Cavalry Chapel asked us all to 

remember that “We, the living, are connected with our 

ancestors as well as the unborn; but we must speak 

up for both!”

    He said we need to be the “Salt and Light” to stop 

living in a time of lawlessness. Yes, I think this really 

was a revival!


